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Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends 
Call  to  Yearly  Meeting  — 1982 
The  Spirit  in  Man  is  a Candle  of  the  Lord  - Proverbs  27:20 

Dear  Friends: 

As  we  gather  for  our  eighth  annual  meeting  at  Ghost  Ranch  let  each  of  us  bring  our  spiritual  candles 
and  be  prepared  to  share  our  light  with  each  other.  Our  combined  creative  flow  of  spiritual  energy 
will  illuminate  the  time  we  are  together  and  sustain  us  throughout  the  year. 

As  resource  guests  we  shall  have  Ed  and  Marian  Sanders  who  are  known  to  many  Friends  in  this 
region.  Ed  will  speak  about  the  power  a Meeting  generates  through  worship  for  its  members  to  carry 
into  daily  use.  Both  Marian  and  Ed  will  participate  in  discussion  groups  and  other  activities. 

Worship  sharing  groups  will  welcome  Friends  of  all  ages  to  their  sessions  and  a room  for  quiet 
meditation  will  be  available  twenty-four  hours  a day. 

Jack  and  Ethel  Haller,  Co-clerks 

Ghost  Ranch,  Abiquiu,  NM  87510 

June  10-13,  1982,  June  9— Extra  Day— no  scheduled  program 
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No  Room  for  a Judging  Spirit.  . . 

With  this  collection  of  Friends’  thoughts  on  the 
uses  of  alcohol  and  drugs,  we  continue  a dialogue 
begun  at  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  August,  1981,  in 
which  there  was  cross-generational  sharing  of  experi- 
ences and  concerns. 

I like  the  reminder  from  London  Yearly  Meet- 
ing’s Christian  Faith  and  Practice  (1 960)  which 
frames  its  section  on  the  Use  and  Misuse  of  Alcohol: 
“Whatever  our  personal  convictions,  we  need  to  be 
aware  of  self-righteousness.  . . If  we  follow  Christ 
faithfully,  it  will  leave  room  for  no  judging  spirit 
but  we  shall  exercise  that  charity  and  respect  for 
each  other  which  is  required  of  ‘humble  learners 
in  the  school  of  Christ.’  ” 

I hope  that  Friends  will  respond  to  these  articles 
in  writing,  especially  if  their  insights  and  experiences 
are  at  variance.  In  that  way  we  can  further  the 
threshing  of  these  matters  of  great  concern. 

And  from  the  University  Meeting  newsletter  we 
have  learned  that  “Floyd  Schmoe  is  being  honored 
with  the  ‘Order  of  the  Sacred  Treasure,’  one  of 
Japan’s  highest  honors,  for  his  efforts  as  Regional 
Secretary  of  AFSC  during  World  War  II  and  his 
relief  and  reconstruction  work  in  Hiroshima  and 
Nagasaki  after  the  war.”  All  who  know  Floyd 
rejoice  in  this  recognition  of  his  work  of  reconcili- 
ation and  justice  both  for  the  interned  Japanese 
in  this  country  and  for  the  victims  of  our  atomic 
bombs. 

Shirley  Ruth 

The  Keeper 

the  sea  beckons 

and  I walk  to  the  water’s  edge 

keenly  aware  of  Universal  Love 

that  fills  my  being 

with  child-like  wonder  and  joy  — 

the  sea  and  sky  so  vast 

humans  and  plankton  so  small 

that  only  Love  can  keep  them  real. 

— Myrna  Scott 
from  Driftwood  Shores 
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Call  to  Yearly  Meeting 
1982 

North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  of  the 
Religious  Society  of  Friends 


Welcome  to  the  annual  session  of  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  to  be  held  this  year  from  July  22-25, 
at  Judson  Baptist  College  in  The  Dalles,  Oregon.  Friends  may  arrange  to  come  a day  early,  Wednesday, 
July  21,  to  allow  time  for  leisurely  visiting  and  sightseeing.  YM  committee  meetings  will  be  held  during 
the  day  on  Thursday  and  the  annual  session  officially  begins  on  Thursday  with  the  evening  meal  follow- 
ed by  the  opening  Meeting  for  Worship.  Kara  Cole,  Friend  in  Residence,  will  speak  on,  “This  Do,  And 
You  Shall  Live,”  at  one  of  our  plenary  sessions.  Please  pre-register  by  June  30th.  Inquiries  and  requests 
for  registration  forms  may  be  made  to  Margaret  Coahran,  W.  700  Main  St.,  Pullman,  WA  99163. 

Jane  Snyder,  Presiding  Clerk 


by  Floyd  Schmoe 
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Alcohol,  Illegal  Drugs,  and  PYM 

by  Lowell  Tozer,  San  Diego  Meeting 

Each  spring,  as  we  Friends  prepare  for  our  annual  gathering,  a curious  question  arises  in  connection 
with  the  application  form  for  Yearly  Meeting.  Never  mind  that  the  insane  arms  race  makes  us  an  en- 
dangered species;  forget  that  thousands  of  people  die  every  day  from  starvation;  ignore  the  smoldering 
Middle  East,  the  bleeding  ulcer  that  is  Ireland,  the  ominously  familiar  developments  in  Central  and 
South  America.  Some  of  us  still  will  muster  the  energy  to  be  morally  indignant  that  someone  has 
placed  on  the  application  form  a strong  suggestion  that  it  is  not  a good  idea  for  Friends  to  get  high 
on  booze  and  other  drugs  at  Yearly  Meeting. 

It  is  important  to  realize,  however,  that  the  statement  about  those  substances  represents  not  the 
opinions  of  someone  else,  but  our  own  spiritual  insights  as  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  Friends.  Our 
Representative  Committee  has  decided  that  the  use  of  alcohol  and  illegal  drugs  is  inappropriate  at 
Yearly  Meeting.  And  make  no  mistake : that  committee  represents  us.  It  is  not  some  “they”  who 
are  telling  us  what  we  may  do:  it  is  us.  We  are  the  ones,  Friends,  who  have  agreed  that  alcohol  and 
illegal  drugs  are  out  of  place  at  our  annual  gathering.  The  form  reminds  us  of  that  agreement  and  asks 
each  of  us,  as  a member  of  the  corporate  body,  to  abide  by  it.  The  agreement  arises  from  the  very 
spirit  of  our  coming  together.  The  inspiring  and  healing  experiences  that  bring  us  to  Yearly  Meeting 
again  and  again  require  that,  during  our  brief  week  together,  we  be  truly  present  to  each  other— present 
not  just  physically,  but  in  the  Spirit.  The  reason  we  agree  to  forgo  alcohol  and  illegal  drugs  during 
Yearly  Meeting  (whether  used  on  the  grounds  or  in  town)  is  that  using  them  results  in  altered  states 
which  interfere  with  the  sense  of  spiritual  community  to  which  we  aspire— the  very  thing  that  some  of 
us  will  have  made  a twelve-hundred  mile  trip  to  share  in. 

Now,  those  altered  states  are  acceptable  and  pleasant  for  some  of  us  at  other  times  and  at  other 
places,  to  be  sure.  Those  substances  may  induce  temporary  elation  and  relaxation,  and  may  even  help 
us  (excuse  the  corrupted  phrase!)  to  get  to  know  each  other  in  that  which  is  ephemeral.  But  it  is  hard- 
ly for  those  things  that  we  make  our  journey,  Friends.  Yearly  Meeting  is  not  a TGIF  party,  but  a 
spiritual  gathering. 

It  is  for  some  of  these  reasons  that  we  have  agreed,  in  love,  and  out  of  a deep  hunger  truly  to  come 
together— it  is  in  this  spirit,  Friends,  that  we  join  hands,  making  small  sacrifices  if  necessary,  to  increase 
the  joy  we  feel  in  the  reunion  of  our  larger  spiritual  family.  Let’s  each  of  us  consider,  in  quiet  and  in 
loving  concern,  the  quality  of  what  we  will  be  contributing  by  our  presence  at  Yearly  Meeting. 


Quaker  Justifications  for  Drug  Use 

by  Elizabeth  Gustafson,  Davis  Meeting 

Some  of  the  basic  tenets  of  Quaker  faith  and  practice  apparently  open  the  way  for  use  of  marijuana 
and  the  psychedelic  drugs. 

Use  of  marijuana,  either  socially  or  as  a daily  habit,  is  often  a standard  part  of  the  liberal  and  anti- 
establishment culture  groups  within  which  Quakers  feel  comfortable  and  supported.  We  vote  with, 
demonstrate  with,  work  with  and  often  play  with  people  who  use  marijuana.  If  we  demur  when  offer- 
ed a “joint,”  we  are  sometimes  called  Puritans,  or  Uncle  Toms,  or  whatever  the  hurtful  vocabulary  is. 
(But  in  breaking  with  establishment  values,  is  it  necessary  to  become  a conformist  within  the  sub- 
culture?) 

Some  of  us  get  far  enough  into  the  drug  culture  to  meet  (and  care  for)  people  who  live  in  hardship 
at  the  margins  of  “straight”  society.  Feeling  that  we  do  not  wish  to  seem  superior  nor  removed  from 
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the  drug  user,  we  can  begin  to  share  his  drug  use.  (But  wouldn’t  it  be  even  more  effective  to  show  we 
love  the  drug  user  even  though  we  don’t  share  or  approve  of  all  his  habits?) 

Pacifist  Quakers  have  a strong  personal  desire  to  curb  aggressive  feelings.  It  has  been  documented 
that  marijuana  does  this  chemically.  (But  isn’t  it  more  honest  and  more  lastingly  effective  to  work 
through  aggressive  feelings  and  solve  the  conflicts  which  cause  them?) 

There  are  serious  problems  with  the  regular  use  of  marijuana.  It  is  illegal,  and  many  Friends  believe 
that  practitioners  of  civil  disobedience,  to  be  taken  seriously,  should  be  scrupulously  law-abiding  in 
other  arenas.  Taking  marijuana  alters  one’s  mood  and  approach  to  others  which  may  be  seen  as  a kind 
of  deceit  and  is  certainly  an  impediment  to  I-Thou  relationships.  Regular  users  of  marijuana  are  escap- 
ists from  reality,  just  as  alcoholics  are,  and  do  not  have  access  to  the  rewards  of  authentic,  integrated 
living. 

Because  there  are  both  positive  and  negative  aspects  to  the  use  of  marijuana,  it  is  important  that 
Friends  labor  together  to  reach  true  clearness  on  whether  and  when  its  use  is  appropriate. 

In  the  case  of  psychedelic  drugs,  the  social  pressures  which  lead  to  the  use  of  marijuana  are  also 
often  operative.  The  use  of  psychedelics  is  made  much  more  complex,  however,  because  both  the 
dangers  and  the  “potential  benefits”  are  much  greater.  With  the  psychedelics  there  is  the  promise 
of  religious  insight  personally  sought  and  achieved.  What  is  more  important  than  this  goal  in  the 
religious  practice  of  Friends?  It  has  been  documented  that  “peak  experiences”  brought  about  by 
drugs  can  engender  enormous  faith  and  transform  lives.  But  LSD  and  other  psychedelic  drugs  mis- 
used can  also  provide  the  opposite  of  peak  experiences,  what  Maslow  calls  “nadir”  or  “desolation 
experiences,”  which  can  have  similarly  lasting  results  ranging  from  continued  agonized  awareness 
of  the  demonic  to  serious  mental  breakdown.  We  heard  brave  testimony  from  Friends  at  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting  about  the  possibility  and  rewards  of  getting  through  such  breakdowns.  But  a larger 
and  quieter  number  of  families  bore  witness  to  the  failure  of  their  loved  ones  to  recover. 

Maslow  and  others  support  use  of  psychedelics  for  the  religious  search,  but  only  when  properly 
used  and  controlled,  and  only  when  the  intuitive  and  abstract  experience  brought  on  by  the  drug  can 
be  integrated  into  a disciplined  and  rational  understanding  of  the  universe. 

Too  many  Friends  and  others  have  tried  the  psychedelics  as  a short  cut  to  revelation,  in  situations 
where  their  motives  were  immature  and  their  religious  grounding  inadequate.  Hard  work  and  patience 
always  stand  us  in  good  stead  for  the  religious  search.  And  the  long-lasting,  serene  “plateau  experiences” 
can  never  be  attained  in  any  other  way. 

My  current  conclusion  is  that  the  regular  use  of  marijuana  is  a cop-out,  an  effort  to  avoid,  rather 
than  work  through,  anger,  anxiety,  and  acceptance  of  responsibility.  Worse,  people  dependent  upon 
marijuana  have  no  access  to  the  natural  and  authentic  experiences  of  revelation  and  joy  which  come 
from  sustained  giving  of  oneself  in  responsible  labor  and  love. 

As  for  psychedelics,  Friends  should  urge  that  LSD  and  other  psychedelic  drugs  be  used  only  by 
persons  of  stable  personality,  well-grounded  in  a personally  tested  faith;  and  then  only  after  a clear- 
ness committee  (or  its  informal  equivalent)  has  helped  them  reach  clearness  about  the  appropriate- 
ness of  using  such  a drug  as  a religious  tool. 
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Drug  Use  and  Abuse  and  Wholeness:  Another  Look 

by  Bea  Newby,  Rogue  Valley  Meeting 

Perhaps  it’s  time,  as  Friends,  to  open  the  window  a little  more  certainly  as  we  look  at  the  problem 
of  drug-use  and  abuse  among  people  of  all  ages  in  our  society. 

In  1960  before  a small  group  of  students,  it  seemed  appropriate  to  apologize  symbolically  for  my 
generation’s  growing  obsession  with  Finding  the  “magic-pill.”  That  obsession  seemed  to  come  from 
several  directions— the  medical  profession,  the  TV  and  radio  hawkers  of  patent  medicines,  and  from 
those  who  sought  them.  I did  not  know  at  that  early  date  that  these  over-loaded  medicine  cabinets 
would  usher  in  the  youth  drug  culture  which  we,  in  many  social  agencies,  would  be  trying  to  cope  with 
only  a few  years  later.  The  “youth  drug  culture”  became  a convenient  focus  away  from  what  was 
occurring  legitimately  through  over-the-counter  and  prescriptive  drugs.  We  don’t  need  to  go  into  expo- 
sures; they  have  been  before  us  for  a long  time. 

We’re  now  in  the  ‘80’s  with  a lot  of  hindsight  and  opening  windows  is  not  new  to  the  tradition  of 
Friends.  Windows  allow  a little  more  illumination.  In  studying  early  and  contemporary  Friends,  let 
me  share  first:  In  his  forward  to  Henry  Cadbury’s  George  Fox's  Book  of  Miracles,  Rufus  Jones  wrote 
in  part:  “George  Fox. . . went  about  his  17th  century  world,  not  only  preaching  his  fresh  message  of 
life  and  power,  but  as  a remarkable  header  of  disease. . . there  are  more  than  1 50  entries. . . whether 
they  be  classed  as  miracles  is  another  matter.  . .” 

Writing  in  1978,  Elise  Boulding  said,  “Oriented  to  medical  technology  as  we  have  been,  we  over- 
look the  fact  that  the  most  significant  experiences  with  illness  and  healing  are  family  experiences 
with  son  or  daughter,  brother  or  sister,  mother  or  father,  as  the  caregiven.  The  medical  profession  is 
now  belatedly  noting  that  healing  is  more  in  the  hands  of  the  person  who  is  ill,  and  the  person’s  family, 
than  it  is  in  the  hands  of  doctors,  nurses,  and  hospitals.  Yet  restoring  to  families  the  sense  of  their 
own  healing  functions  will  not  be  easy,  since  they  have  so  long  been  taught  to  distrust  their  capacities 
to  handle  illness.  Confidence  in  one’s  ability  to  heal  in  the  family  is  confidence  in  one’s  capacity  to 
for  social  healing.”  (Pendle  Hill  pamphlet  No.  222) 

At  Camp  Adams  (‘79  NPYM)  a young  friend  (who  subsequently  became  a Friend)  experienced 
the  sudden  healing  of  a benign  brain-tumor  as  we  sang  in  chorus  “Amazing  Graze.”  (She  was  in  close 
contact  with  her  doctor  both  before  and  after  the  healing.)  Are  we  long-time  Friends  not  fully  cog- 
nizant of  the  healing  spiritual  power  existent  within  Friend’s  gatherings? 

The  20th  century  relevance  of  early  Christian  and  early  Quaker  experience  in  this  crucial  area  of 
human  living  becomes  a growing  concern  to  us  in  a world  yearning  for  true  nurturing  in  all  its  aspects. 
Are  these  happenings  miracles,  or  was  Christ’s  ministry  of  healing,  teaching  what  is  the  natural  order 
of  the  gifts  of  God,  benevolently  bestowed  upon  all  of  us  through  a lawful  universe?  It  is  possible  we 
may  be  too  scientifically  sophisticated  to  be  aware  of  how  much  spiritual  power  is  in  the  midst  of  us, 
as  individual  Friends,  families  of  Friends,  and  as  gathered  Friends? 

In  reading  the  Journal  of  George  Fox  it  becomes  quite  clear  that  through  living  in  the  power  of 
Light  and  Spirit,  healing  often  was  a natural  outcome.  We  may  have  much  to  re-explore  and  to  learn. 

It  is  understandable  why  healings  through  prayer,  experienced  in  the  first  three  hundred  years  of 
Christian  life-style  and  enthusiasm,  pretty  much  dropped  from  practice,  and  why  the  healings  of  George 
Fox’  ministry  find  little  utterance  today.  Yet  he  put  together  his  Book  of  Miracles  which  Henry 
Cadbury  painstakingly  resurrected  in  1948.  Today  many  parents  do  experience  prayer-induced  healing 
for  themselves  and  their  children,  but  they  are  tremendously  inhibited  from  telling  about  them  in  our 
medically-oriented  society. 

The  state  of  wholeness  is  far  more  than  just  the  physical,  important  as  that  is.  Within  this  free 
gift  of  mental/physical/spiritual  Life,  the  Motherhood  and  Fatherhood-energy  of  God  also  includes 
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the  gift  of  maintaining  wholeness  whether  through  prevention  or  cure  without  drugs.  Since  we  are 
made  in  this  image,  this  should  be  no  surprise  to  us.  However,  in  our  medical  orientation  we  are  sur- 
prised when  a healing  occurs  suddenly  or  without  medical  assistance,  and  we  shy  away  from  it. 

There  are  some  in  the  medical  profession,  like  Dr.  Tom  Ferguson,  who  are  easing  us  away  from 
accepting  a reduction  of  energy  as  a prelude  to  illness,  and  instead  look  to  an  alternative  idea  of  well- 
ness as  they  operate  Wellness  Clinics.  This  is  one  step  in  the  wholeness  direction.  There  are  other 
innovative  encouragements  in  many  communities  either  in  churches  or  out  of  them.  The  evidence  is 
that  Christ’s  life  was  his  teaching,  as  was  the  life  of  George  Fox.  And  within  Christ’s  teaching,  as 
George  Fox  demonstrated  so  well,  is  the  wholeness  or  harmony  of  Life-forces.  Can  families  in  the 
20th  century  recover  this  nearly  lost  art?  It  is  not  much  more  than  the  art  of  practicing  math,  or 
music,  painting  or  writing.  What  are  Friends’  responses  to  this?  Do  we  think  wholeness  and  harmony 
can  exist  ultimately  in  a scientific  world? 

Historically  Friends  have  been  way-showers  out  of  slavery  and  religious  persecution,  way-showers 
into  human  rights  and  into  that  Power  which  takes  away  the  occasion  for  war.  Never  popular  issues. 

I feel  a deep  concern  to  gather  material  on  Friends’  heritage  and  experiences  in  healing  and  whole- 
ness to  add  to  what  small  amount  there  is  in  Friends’  literature  on  this  subject.  This  search  joined 
with  others’  may,  perhaps,  enable  us  with  the  confidence  Elise  Boulding  referred  to  which  may  then 
expand  into  all  that  it  promises  for  those  who  are  seeking  in  this  direction. 


How  Can  We  Lay  Down  the  Crutches 
Which  Prevent  Us  From  Becoming  Whole  Spiritual  Beings? 

by  Gerri  House,  Orange  Grove  Meeting 

The  group  discussions  at  last  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  on  the  use  of  drugs  and  alcohol  prompt  me  to 
share  some  personal  experiences  in  the  hope  that  others  might  be  helped  by  this  openness. 

The  query  on  the  use  of  tobacco,  alcohol  and  drugs  has  been  read  once  a year  in  our  monthly  meet- 
ings for  the  forty  years  we  have  been  attending.  Harvey  House  and  I have  been  outspoken  every  time 
over  the  use  of  cigarettes  because  we  have  found  it  difficult  to  survive  in  an  atmosphere  of  smoke,  and 
it  was  aggravating  when  we  could  not  find  clean  air  even  among  Quakers!  Many  persons,  including  us, 
have  allergies  to  smoke.  The  general  change  in  public  opinion  regarding  the  harmfulness  of  smoking  has 
helped  Friends  to  refrain  from  smoking  in  the  dining  room  at  Yearly  Meeting,  however,  and  we  are 
very  grateful  for  that. 

I have  offended  many  people  in  many  places  by  asking  them  to  smoke  outside,  but  this  has  been 
necessary  since  I have  damaged  lung  tissue  from  tuberculosis  which  I contracted  when  I was  nineteen. 

I had  smoked  a little  before  then  but  never  cared  too  much  about  it.  (I  wanted  to  become  an  actress 
and  felt  I had  to  be  able  to  smoke,  to  handle  a cigarette  with  sophistication  and  grace  if  I were  to  be 
successful  in  the  theater.)  I had  good  medical  care  in  working  through  tuberculosis,  but  I also  experi- 
enced a spiritual  healing  and  a profound  religious  experience.  I recovered  completely  and  continued 
to  pursue  my  dream  of  acting,  singing,  dancing  and  auditing  classes  at  the  Pasadena  Community  Play- 
house. But  I found  that  I could  not  even  audit  classes  because  everyone  smoked,  and  my  damaged  lung 
tissue,  although  healed,  was  very  sensitive.  This  forced  me  to  give  up  my  dream  of  a life  in  the  theater. 
Years  later  I had  to  resign  from  a fascinating  job  at  the  USC  School  of  Medicine  when  I was  subjected 
to  potent  sewer  gas  fumes  in  an  abandoned  building  being  remodelled  for  use.  Four  years  of  that 
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environment  brought  on  an  acute  lung  inflammation.  Transferred  to  another  office,  in  lieu  of  resign- 
ing, I hesitated  to  take  the  job  since  the  head  of  the  department  and  his  personal  secretary  smoked 
during  the  interview.  When  I told  them  I could  not  work  with  people  smoking  around  me,  they  agreed 
to  be  careful.  But  when  I moved  to  another  building,  I was  forced  to  work  with  chain  smokers.  When 
I complained  that  I could  not  work  under  such  conditions,  the  department  head  said  he  would  get  an 
air  filter  for  my  desk.  This  he  did,  but  after  a year  and  a half,  the  condition  of  my  lungs  became  so 
acute,  I had  to  take  sick  leave.  At  that  time  a surgeon  suggested  the  removal  of  one  of  my  lungs  which 
I decided  against.  However,  in  working  through  that  devastating  illness,  I was  given  a tremendous 
opportunity  for  coming  into  a deepened  understanding  of  healing  processes  and  spiritual  growth.  I 
was  introduced  to  the  work  of  Ira  Progoff  whose  ideas  of  the  Intensive  Journal  Workshop  introduced 
me  to  the  Holistic  Health  Movement.  I have  benefited  greatly  by  many  in  the  movement  and  have 
experienced  a complete  healing.  My  soul’s  growth,  apparently,  has  had  to  come  about  through  ordeals 
of  serious  illness. 

The  summer  before  I entered  college,  I was  invited  to  drink  with  my  foster  mother.  I discovered 
that  my  tolerance  for  alcohol  is  very  low:  I became  thoroughly  drunk  and  out  of  control.  I hated 
the  feeling  of  being  very  sick  the  next  day.  So  alcohol  did  not  become  a problem  for  me.  But  I did 
have  an  addiction  to  sugar  from  the  time  I was  a child.  This  resulted  in  my  developing  a crippling 
arthritis.  During  the  first  twenty  years  of  this  disorder,  I became  dependent  on  drugs.  Fourteen  or 
twenty  aspirins  a day  were  needed  to  kill  the  pain.  Aspirin  helped  to  keep  me  mobile.  But  it  was  not 
enough,  and  the  “wonder  drugs”  were  introduced.  I had  very  allergic  reactions  to  some  of  these.  But, 
again,  the  illness  became  the  avenue  for  soul  growth  and  spiritual  insights.  Between  immobilizing 
bouts  with  arthritis,  I could  work.  I managed  to  run  a home,  rear  children,  work  a full  time  office 
job— all  with  a great  deal  of  stress,  of  course.  I was  enabled  to  do  this  because  the  doctors  gave  me 
a battery  of  drugs  and  tranquilizers.  I became  very  dependent  on  various  forms  of  tranquilizers  to 
pull  me  out  of  depressions  and  to  counteract  the  poisons  of  more  potent  drugs  used  to  deaden  the 
pain.  These  tranquilizers  became  my  “happy  pills.”  With  them  I could  stay  afloat  and  accomplish 
all  my  work.  However,  my  participation  in  the  Holistic  Health  Movement  helped  me  to  appreciate 
my  body  as  the  Temple  of  the  Living  Spirit,  and,  gradually,  I was  able  to  reduce  my  drug  intake  until 
I am  no  longer  dependent  on  them  nor  do  I need  them  to  function. 

During  our  Yearly  Meeting,  more  than  one  Friend  reminded  us  that  our  bodies  are  temples  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  I returned  home  supercharged  with  new  energies  from  the  loving  care  of  Friends  and  the 
discussions  and  experiences  of  personal  healing.  I shared  this  experience  with  my  fifteen  year  old 
granddaughter  who  had  planned  to  come  to  Yearly  Meeting  with  me  but  had  chosen,  instead,  to 
attend  a “camp  out”  with  a religious  group  she’s  been  involved  with  in  her  first  high  school  year, 
Campus  Life.  She  came  back  as  enthusiastic  and  on  fire  with  the  “Joy  of  the  Lord”  as  I was  from 
PYM.  I asked  her  how  her  group  dealt  with  young  people  who  went  to  their  camp  out  expecting  to 
smoke  pot  or  drink.  She  replied  that  there  was  no  need  for  drugs  or  alcohol,  that  no  one  indulged 
in  them.  “We  look  out  for  people  on  campus  who  are  doing  that  and  we  try  to  bring  them  in,  show- 
ing them  that  they  can  have  fun  without  drugs  or  alcohol.  We  have  so  much  more  fun  than  they  do. 

We  learn  about  the  Bible  and  Jesus,  and  we  learn  to  care  for  one  another.  We  build  relationships  by 
studying  and  playing  together,  attending  lectures  at  night  and  singing  and  playing  games.  After  the 
lectures  are  over,  we  are  helped  to  leave  in  silence  and  go  off  by  ourselves  to  meditate,  to  be  still  and 
know  God.  Not  everyone  wants  to  do  this,  so  the  leader  asks  them  to  respect  those  who  are  ready 
for  the  experience.  Oh  Gramma,  it’s  so  wonderful  to  sit  and  feel  the  love  of  God!” 

I weep  as  I write  this.  It  was  so  touching  and  beautiful,  so  real,  hearing  this  from  my  own  grand- 
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child.  I said,  “Would  you  help  me?  We  are  having  a problem  in  our  week  together  at  Yearly  Meeting 
because  we  ask  people  not  to  bring  drugs  or  alcohol,  but  they  still  do.  There  are  those  who  say  they 
cannot  live  even  a week  without  whatever  they’re  on.  We  are  searching  for  answers  to  the  problem. 
What  have  you  learned  from  the  Bible  that  would  be  helpful  to  pass  on  to  us  at  PYM?”  A few  days 
later  I received  in  the  mail  a set  of  cards  with  the  following  references  hand  printed  on  them: 

Don’t  copy  the  behaviour  and  customs  of  this  world,  but  be  a new  and  different  person 
with  a fresh  newness  in  all  you  do  and  think.  Then  you  will  learn  from  your  own  experi- 
ence how  His  ways  will  really  satisfy  you. 

Romans  2:12 

Don’t  drink  too  much  wine,  for  many  evils  lie  along  that  path;  be  filled  instead  with  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  be  controlled  by  Him. 

Ephesians  5:18 

For  God  wants  you  to  be  holy  and  pure. 

Thessalonians  4:3 

For  though  once  your  heart  was  full  of  darkness,  now  it  is  full  of  light  from  the  Lord, 
and  your  behaviour  should  show  it.  Because  of  this  you  should  do  only  what  is  good 
and  right  and  true. 

Ephesians  8:9 

For  you  are  God’s  temple— the  home  of  the  living  God.  . . 

2nd  Corinthians  6:16 

Learn  as  you  go  along  what  pleases  the  Lord. 

Ephesians  5:10 

Friends,  where  are  we  failing  to  experience  our  own  relationship  with  the  Source  of  power,  the  Source 
of  our  love?  How  can  we  tap  into  the  experience  of  George  Fox  who  knew  that  there  is  One  who 
speaks  to  our  condition  and  that  is  Christ  the  Lord? 

We  love  and  care  for  each  other  but  can  we  let  go  of  making  judgments,  comparisons,  and  accept 
each  other  where  we  are,  just  as  we  are  and  invoke  God’s  mercy,  allowing  Him  to  shape  and  reshape 
our  lives? 

“All  things  are  possible  for  those  who  love  God.” 


Notes  from  Ministry  and  Oversight 

by  Laura  Magnani,  Clerk 

Fund  for  Concern 

When  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  started  the  Fund 
for  Concern  in  1979,  it  asked  that  the  Fund  and  the 
procedures  governing  it  be  reviewed  after  it  had  been 
functioning  for  a few  years.  The  PYM  Ministry  and 
Oversight  Committee  was  charged  with  the  job  of 
administering  the  Fund,  although  the  process  of 
achieving  clearness  about  each  particular  project 
was  left  with  the  Monthly  Meeting. 


London  Yearly  Meeting  provides  some  guidance 
about  the  nature  of  a “concern”  and  the  role  of 
local  meetings  in  nurturing  a personal  concern: 

For  the  Christian  the  whole  of  life  is  a 
sphere  of  service  in  which  he  seeks  to  use 
his  particular  gifts  to  the  glory  of  God.  Yet 
sometimes  there  may  come  a leading  to  some 
specific  task,  felt  by  him  as  an  imperative 
claim  of  God  upon  him  not  to  be  denied  even 
if  he  feels  personal  reluctance.  This  is  what 
Friends  call  a concern,  an  experience  they 
have  known  throughout  their  history. 

(Continued  on  page  146 ) 
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The  importance  of  the  local  worshipping 
group  in  fostering  concerned  service  cannot 
be  over  estimated.  Where  members  know  one 
another  well  and  watch  over  one  another  for 
good,  each  is  encouraged  to  use  his  or  her 
gifts  in  obedience  to  the  inward  Guide.  This 
obedience,  habitually  practiced,  is  the  source 
from  which  concerns  spring.  It  also  gives  to 
the  sensitive  a power  to  recognise  a nascent 
concern  and  to  distinguish  between  the  true 
concern  and  a momentary  enthusiasm  or  a 
good  idea. 

Church  Government 

“Religious  service  at  home  and  abroad” 

One  of  the  weaknesses  M&O  has  found,  in  admin- 
istering the  Fund,  has  been  our  inability  to  get-the- 
word-out  to  Meetings  about  how  the  Fund  works. 

To  remedy  that,  we  have  drafted  a set  of  guidelines 
which  are  not  intended  to  be  rigid  but  which,  we 
hope,  will  serve  as  a starting  point  for  applications. 
The  information  needed  includes: 

1.  A description  of  the  project. 

2.  The  name  of  the  person(s)  carrying  out  the 
project  as  well  as  names  of  contact  people  in 
the  Meeting  and/or  member  of  the  clearness 
committee. 

3.  A “clearness  committee”  — M&O  recom- 
mends to  Monthly  Meetings  that  a “clearness 
committee”  be  formed  to  meet  with  appli- 
cants to  discuss  such  issues  as  the  spiritual 
basis  of  the  undertaking,  practical  and 
financial  feasibility,  the  extent  to  which  the 
Meeting  can  unite  to  support  the  project 
spiritually  and  financially.  It  is  helpful  for 
M&O  to  know  what  process  the  Monthly 
Meeting  used  to  consider  a request,  whether 
there  were  obstacles,  breakthroughs,  new 
insights  which  served  to  strengthen  the 
project  as  well  as  the  Meeting. 

4.  A budget.  The  budget  should  include 
itemization  of  expected  expenses  as  well 
as  the  amount  requested  from  the  Fund 
and  the  amounts  expected  from  other 
sources  (including  the  Monthly  Meeting). 


5.  A timetable  of  when  the  project  starts 
and  finishes. 

6.  A final  report  upon  completion  of  the 
project. 

Another  weakness  we  have  identified  is  that, 
although  we  expect  a Monthly  Meeting  which  is 
applying  to  the  Fund  to  demonstrate  its  own 
financial  commitment  to  the  project,  we  are  con- 
cerned that  other  Friends’  bodies  not  duplicate 
the  work  of  the  Fund.  If,  for  example,  there  is 
money  available  from  the  Quarterly  Meeting  for 
a particular  project,  then  there  is  no  need  to  use 
the  Fund  for  Concern  also. 

Four  projects  have  been  granted  money  from 
the  Fund.  The  first  was  to  Snow  Mountain  and 
Darrell  Bluhm  of  Hayward  Meeting  for  their  work 
with  Los  Ninos.  In  the  Fall  of  1980  the  Fund 
helped  support  visitation  to  Friends’  Meetings  by 
Lonnie  Valentine  of  Orange  County  Meeting,  carry- 
ing a concern  about  military  tax  resistance.  In 
1981  San  Jose  Meeting  applied  to  the  Fund  on 
behalf  of  Joan  Michener  who  has  been  traveling 
to  a number  of  states  showing  the  film,  “The  Last 
Epidemic.”  And  beginning  this  month  the  Fund 
will  be  assisting  three  of  the  Peace  Pedallers,  Paul 
Jolly  of  Strawberry  Creek  Meeting,  and  Jonathan 
Vogel  and  Lauren  Crutcher  of  Santa  Cruz  Meeting. 

It  has  been  clear  to  us  that  the  Spirit  is  at  work 
in  the  lives  of  each  of  these  people  in  a compelling 
way,  and  that  through  the  Fund  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting  has  shared  in  that  Spirit.  Of  course  the 
Fund  is  only  possible  as  long  as  contributions  are 
forthcoming.  We  have  faith  that  as  needs  arise 
money  will  be  found.  Individuals  and  Meetings 
are  urged,  as  they  are  led,  to  send  money  to  PYM 
treasurers,  Stratton  and  Maureen  Jaquette,  258 
Cherry  Ave.,  Los  Altos,  CA  94022,  earmarked 
for  the  Fund  for  Concern. 

Sharing  Groups 

There  has  been  some  confusion  over  the  years 
about  what  sharing  groups  at  Pacific  Yearly  Meet- 
ing are  and  how  they  can  be  arranged.  Originally, 
sharing  groups  grew  out  of  a need  for  people  with 
like  experiences  to  have  an  opportunity  to  share 
these  experiences  in  on-going  groups  at  Yearly 
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Meeting.  Women,  men,  gays  and  lesbians,  Friends 
experiencing  grief,  divorce,  and  mental  illness  in 
the  family  have  used  sharing  groups  as  a way  to 
grow  and  support  one  another.  Unlike  interest 
groups,  sharing  groups  are  composed  of  people 
directly  involved  with  the  issue  who  have  found 
a need  to  meet  repeatedly  during  the  week. 

Friends  who  see  a need  for  such  a group  are 
asked  to  contact  the  Ministry  and  Oversight 
Committee  to  make  arrangements. 

A Concern  About  Access 

The  following  minute  was  forwarded  to 
Representative  Committee  from  College  Park 
Quarterly  Meeting  and  then  referred  to  PYM 
Ministry  and  Oversight: 

The  Religious  Society  of  Friends,  in 
keeping  with  its  principles  of  removing 
spiritual  and  other  barriers  among  all 
people,  now  reaffirms  its  welcome  to 
people  who  have  physical  disabilities. 

College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting  urges  all 
Monthly  Meetings  in  the  Quarter  to  pro- 
vide accessibility  to  handicapped  people. 
Accessibility  at  times  may  mean  building 
a wheelchair  ramp,  or  designating  Friends 
to  help  lift  or  carry  a handicapped  per- 
son across  or  over  a barrier  or  creating 
other  means  consistent  with  the  dignity 
and  safety  of  all,  whereby  people  with 
disabilities  can  fully  participate  in  the 
life  of  the  Meeting.  College  Park  Quarterly 
Meeting  urges  approval  of  this  Minute  by 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting. 

Ministry  and  Oversight  urges  all  Monthly  Meetings 
to  discuss  this  issue  carefully,  especially  when 
decisions  are  made  regarding  the  location  of  meet- 
ings for  worship  and  business. 


Report  on  “Springs  of  Renewal” 

by  Linda  Brown,  La  Jolla  Meeting 

A Friends  Conference  on  Religion  and 
Psychology  was  held  for  the  first  time  in  Southern 
California  on  the  weekend  of  April  16-18.  Our 
meeting  place  near  Ramona  could  hardly  have  been 
more  appropriate  for  our  theme,  “Springs  of 
Renewal.”  April  seemed  to  be  bursting  out  all 
over  on  the  road  to  Rancho  del  Cielo  and  through- 
out the  conference  grounds  with  a profusion  of 
wildflowers  and  birdsong. 

Our  conference  opened  on  Friday  evening  with 
a review  of  the  history  of  Friends  Conferences  on 
Religion  and  Psychology.  We  forty-five  gathered 
Friends  rejoiced  that  the  dream  of  initiating  such  a 
meeting  in  Southern  California  was  now  realized. 

Betty  Smith,  member  of  Santa  Monica  Meeting 
and  specialist  in  Greek  mythology,  was  our  leader 
for  this  weekend  journey  into  the  birth-myths  of 
Dionysos,  god  of  abundance  and  transformation, 
and  of  Hermes,  trickster/messenger-god  and  guide 
of  souls.  Myth  is  a container  that  symbolizes 
deep  truths  that  would  otherwise  be  difficult  to 
articulate.  For  instance,  according  to  the  myth, 
Hermes  and  Dionysos  are  both  born  in  caves. 

Betty  named  the  cave  the  place  of  “our  deepest 
urgency  or  cry.”  Thus,  symbolically,  god-presence 
is  born  within  us  out  of  our  deepest  longing.  “The 
gods  come  and  go  on  the  soil  of  existence,”  but 
we  can  call  them  into  our  lives  by  our  attitude  of 
expectant  waiting,  our  inner  preparation  for 
renewal. 

“In  renewal  there’s  a great  deal  the  human  ego 
cannot  do.”  Renewal  is  up  to  the  gods  and  demands 
trust  in  the  process.  That  the  process  is  autono- 
mous, that  the  gods  do  return  to  the  theater  of  the 
human  being’s  soul,  is  a marvelous  ground  for  hope. 
Renewal  is  not  mere  gathering  of  new  insight  in- 
tellectually, but  a creative  event  in  one’s  internal 
landscape,  “an  altering  event,  a turn”  after  which 
one  sees  the  world  differently.  Renewal  means 
recovery  of  the  divine  child  within  us— we  see  the 
world  with  that  child’s  freshness  of  vision,  wonder 
and  delight  in  the  new.  Ancient  Greeks  believed 
that  each  time  of  renewal  was  really  a return  to 
the  First  Time,  not  merely  re-experiencing  some- 
thing again,  but  seeing  one’s  life  from  the  perspec- 
( Continued  on  page  148) 
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tive  of  a newborn,  as  if  for-the-first-time  new. 

Myth  teaches  that  Dionysos  himself  was  twice- 
born  of  two  different  mothers  and  finally  brought 
to  birth  out  of  Zeus’  thigh  as  if  to  symbolize  that 
each  life  requires  many  (re)births. 

Through  Betty’s  lectures  we  touched  on  the 
humorous  aspects  of  the  trickster-god  Hermes  and 
on  the  underworld/unconscious  connections  of 
Dionysos,  who  could  be  called  the  god  of  process, 
as  illustrated  by  the  long  process  necessary  to  turn 
grapes  into  the  wine  he  is  associated  with.  Greek 
myths  exemplify  balance  (conscious  to  unconscious/ 
seriousness  with  humor)  and  acknowledgment  of 
cycles  (no  spring  without  winter,  no  renewal  with- 
out darkness). 

With  that  special  sensitivity  Friends  have  to 
process,  the  Southern  California  Conference  balanc- 
ed time  for  solitude  in  nature  with  group  lectures, 
a dance-movement  time  with  Jane  Mills  with  our 
seated  lecture  time,  and  two  small  (8-person) 
meetings  in  Home  Groups  on  Saturday  to  integrate 
emotionally  the  rich  content  provided  by  Betty 
Smith’s  lectures.  On  Saturday  night  there  was 
maskmaking  and  revelry.  Everyone  looked  forward 
to  the  excellent  meals  by  Sheila  Vogel  and  staff. 

In  a Home  Group  meeting,  one  Friend  caught 
the  Dionysian  spirit  describing  a high  moment  in 
his  life:  “I  folk  dance.  The  way  I do  it,  I just  go, 

I go  with  the  sixth  sense.  The  sixth  sense.  When  I 
played  football,  it  was  the  same  way,  the  sixth 
sense.” 

Mother  Nature  welcomed  the  First  Time  of  the 
Southern  California  Conference  on  Religion  and 
Psychology  with  wild  lilac  and  mountains  greened 
to  Bursting  Freshness,  a synonym  in  ancient  Greek 
for  First  Time.  We  look  forward  to  many  “renew- 
als” of  this  conference,  knowing  it  can  contain  the 
dynamic  freshness  of  this  promising  first  gathering. 


Visiting  Isolated  Friends 

by  Bob  Baird,  Corvallis  Meeting 

Years  ago  a friend  of  mine  who  had  been  active 
in  meeting  moved  to  an  area  where  there  was  no 
meeting.  I would  often  find  my  meditation  thoughts 
asking,  “Why  doesn’t  someone  see  if  there  is  a way 
that  she  can  have  an  active  relationship  with  our 
Religious  Society  in  this  isolation?”  Eventually  I 
was  led  to  work  on  the  matter  myself.  I asked 
around  to  see  if  anyone  in  our  meeting  knew  of 
others  interested  in  Friends  in  the  area  where  our 
friend  was  moving.  I looked  through  our  guest  book 
to  see  if  anyone  from  that  area  had  visited  us  in  the 
recent  past.  From  these  and  other  sources  I came 
up  with  a list  of  names.  The  list  wasn’t  long,  but 
most  of  those  on  it  didn’t  know  of  each  other.  I 
sent  the  list  to  my  friend,  and  she  got  in  touch. 
Today  there  is  an  active  worship  group  there,  and 
I doubt  if  my  effort  is  remembered. 

More  recently  a similar  situation  developed  in 
another  area.  Here  too,  I was  able  to  let  the  people 
involved  know  of  one  another.  Some  had  been 
there  for  years  not  knowing  there  were  other 
Quakers  nearby.  One  family  was  planning  to  leave, 
in  part  at  least,  because  there  was  no  meeting  for 
worship.  Today  that  place  has  a very  active 
preparative  meeting.  In  both  cases  all  I did  was  put 
people  in  touch  with  one  another.  The  rest  happen- 
ed when  folks  seeking  fellowship  with  the  Religious 
Society  of  Friends  found  one  another. 

Now  it  may  be  that  your  meeting  is  in  a place 
where  there  are  many  meetings.  It  may  be  hard  to 
be  isolated  from  a meeting,  and  perhaps  your  meet- 
ing has  many  visitors  attending  every  Firstday. 
Consider  what  it  would  be  like  if  you  were  to  move 
to  Eastern  Oregon,  Montana,  Idaho,  Utah,  Nevada, 
or  the  outer  islands  of  Hawaii.  Who  would  visit  you 
there?  How  would  you  maintain  a personal  contact 
with  other  Quakers?  Isn’t  it  possible  for  all  of  us 
to  reach  out  a little  further?  It’s  easy  to  say  that 
this  committee  or  that  committee  is  responsible  for 
this  work,  but  concerned  individuals  can  do  a lot. 

In  visiting  with  Friends  living  in  situations  dis- 
tant from  other  Quakers,  and  in  visiting  small  wor- 
ship groups,  I’ve  found  that  there  is  usually  a glad 
response  to  my  visit.  People  are  happy  to  know 

(Continued  on  page  149) 
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FASE  Forges  Ahead 

by  Robert  Schutz,  Clerk  of  FASE  Finance  Committee 

As  of  May  1,  1982,  teams  of  members  of  the  Board  and  our  Program  Developer  had  visited 
most  Meetings  of  PYM  (all  members  and  attenders  of  such  meetings  have  been  invited  to  attend) 
to  explain  the  subscription  deposit  plan,  the  rental  subsidy  opportunity,  and  the  loan  and  gifts 
program  for  the  facilities  that  will  be  constructed  in  Santa  Rosa,  California.  We  have  tried  to 
make  all  of  this  information  as  available  to  you  as  you  want  it.  Friends  Association  of  Services 
for  the  Elderly  has  held  open  all  places  on  the  waiting  list  first  for  Friends  until  May  15— for 
residences,  for  Day  Health  Care,  and  for  beds  in  the  Skilled  Nursing  Facility,  all  of  which  will 
be  located  on  the  same  five  acres. 

We  are  now  ready  to  accept  applications  from  Friends  nationwide,  and  from  non-Friends— 
your  relatives  and  friends,  supporters  of  Friends’  projects  including  FCL  and  AFSC,  members 
of  the  Santa  Rosa  community  and  the  general  public. 

We  are  most  pleased  to  report  that  as  of  this  writing  (May  5)  we  have  confirmed  applications 
from  17  Friends’  households  (8  couples  and  9 singles),  and  the  Board  now  fully  expects  its  hope 
to  be  realized  that  half  the  membership  of  this  community  will  be  Friends.  This  fact,  plus  a 
Friends  administration,  will  guarantee  the  project’s  atmosphere.  We  are  frankly  delighted  with 
the  Friends  who  have  applied.  They  are  the  Friends  you  will  want  to  meet  and  spend  the  rest 
of  your  life  with,  particularly  when  you  are  65  or  older. 

If  you  have  so  far  failed  to  put  in  your  own  application  or  to  call  that  friend  or  relative  you 
were  intending  to  notify  of  this  opportunity,  do  not  despair.  It  is  probably  not  yet  too  late.  If 
you  have  a problem  with  procrastination,  or  with  financing,  or  in  dealing  with  your  goods,  we 
have  Friendly  help  available  to  you  in  all  aspects  of  this  program.  Call  your  friends,  call  your 
relatives,  and  call  our  program  developer,  Elizabeth  Gustafson,  (916)  756-4495.  We  particularly 
need  loans  (interest  bearing  or  not)  and  gifts  at  this  time.  Let  us  know  if  you  can  help  in  any 
way.  FASE  is  forging  ahead,  and  you  can  still  be  a part  of  this  Friendly,  life-supportive 
community. 


( Visi ting:  Con  t.  from  page  148) 

that  someone  outside  their  small  (or  non-existent) 
circle  of  Friends  knows  of  and  cares  about  their 
relationship  to  the  larger  body  of  Friends. 

Since  the  Brinton  visitorship  started  many  of 
the  smaller  and  distant  worship  groups  have  been 
getting  visits  by  Friends  every  two-three  years. 

What  happens  in  between?  Who  visits  and  corres- 
ponds with  isolated  individual  Friends? 

Please  consider  the  following  from  Christian 
Faith  and  Practice  in  the  Experience  of  the  Society 
of  Friends,  London  Yearly  Meeting,  No.  267:  “We 
should  take  an  interest  not  merely  in  our  own  par- 
ticular meetings,  but  also  in  other  adjacent  meetings, 
especially  if  they  are  few  in  numbers  or  otherwise 
in  need.  The  visitation  of  another  meeting  in  the 


spirit  of  Christian  fellowship  is  an  act  of  service, 
even  if  unaccompanied  by  any  words  of  spoken 
ministry.  When  carried  out  under  right  concern 
it  may  bring  encouragement  and  refreshment  both 
to  those  who  visit  and  those  who  are  visited.” 

In  another  section  London  Yearly  Meeting  urges 
Friends  traveling  on  business,  or  for  the  holidays 
to  attend  meeting  for  worship  if  there  is  one  with- 
in reach.  Such  attendance  may  well  have  the  effect 
of  strengthening  the  meeting.  I would  add  to  both 
of  these  advices  the  visiting  of  isolated  individuals 
and  families  of  Friends. 

This  article  was  written  not  only  to  share  a con- 
cern for  visitation  and  outreach,  but  also  as  a wit- 
ness to  what  happened  in  my  life  when  my  seeking 
changed  from  “Why  don’t  others  care  about  this 
concern?”  to  “Lord,  what  would  you  have  me  do?” 
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Book  Review 

The  Interpenetration  of  Buddhism  and 
Christianity 

by  Ferner  Nuhn,  Claremont  Meeting 

A Zen-Christian  Pilgrimage:  The  Fruits  of  Ten 
Annual  Colloquia  in  Japan,  196  7-1976,  Edited 
by  Yukio  Irie.  The  Zen-Christian  Colloquium, 
Takuro  Isomura,  22-402,  Toyama  Heights, 
Shinjuku-ku,  Tokyo,  Japan.  $5.00.  Available 
on  West  Coast  from  AFSC  Bookstore,  Pasadena. 

This  is  the  book  many  of  us  have  been  waiting 
for.  It  is  the  first  publication  to  come  out  of  a 
remarkable  interchange  between  Buddhist  and 
Christian  leaders  in  Japan  which  has  been  taking 
place  annually  now  for  fifteen  years.  Initiated  in 
1967  by  Douglas  and  Dorothy  Steere,  under  the 
F.W.C.C.,  the  project  was  taken  over  by  its  Japanese 
participants  in  1968  as  “The  Zen-Christian 
Colloquium.”  This  book,  first  published  in  Japa- 
nese as  a special  number  of  a Buddhist  journal,  is 
now  translated  and  published  in  English  by  that 
body. 

The  Colloquium  is  not  simply  a conference  at 
which  scholars  read  papers  to  each  other,  but  a 
coming  together  of  persons  to  share  their  spiritual 
pilgrimages  and  consider  the  meaning  of  their 
faiths  for  a common  world.  Each  gathering  lasted 
from  four  to  six  days  and  brought  together  around 
twenty  Buddhist  and  Christian  leaders  of  varied 
sects  of  the  two  faiths.  “We  lived  together  day  and 
night,”  writes  Yukio  Irie,  “not  as  representatives 
of  our  respective  sects,  but  as  individual  human 
beings,  talking  of  our  beliefs  with  open  hearts  and 
sharing  our  inspirations  freely  with  one  another.” 

The  present  volume  consists  of  twenty-five 
essays  by  participants  in  the  colloquia.  Essentially, 
they  are  reflections  on  the  experience  of  the 
Colloquium  and  re-evaluations  of  their  own  faiths 
in  the  light  of  these  gatherings.  The  first  contribu- 
tion is  by  a former  chief  Abbot  of  the  Rinsai  sect; 
the  second,  by  an  equivalent  leader  of  the  Soto 
sect.  In  the  third,  Professor  Ariga  of  Kyoto  Univer- 
sity gives  a brief  history  of  the  first  ten  colloquia 
and  his  own  reflections  on  their  meanings.  The 
twentieth  essay  is  titled:  “Zen  and  Christianity  - 
Memories  of  my  Conversion,”  by  Ichiro  Okumra, 


OCD,  President  of  Holy  Mother  Junior  College. 
Among  the  contributors  is  Masao  Abe,  now  at 
Claremont  Graduate  School,  a Zen  scholar  whose 
special  field  is  Christian-Buddhist  relations. 

This  may  give  a hint  of  the  richness  of  this 
small  book  in  which  personal  faith,  scholarly  know- 
ledge, and  ripe  philosophical  reflection  are  mingled 
in  an  effort  to  understand  the  interpenetration 
that  is  taking  place  between  Buddhism  and 
Christianity. 

Letter 
Dear  Editor, 

I am  troubled  to  read  in  your  interview  with 
Margaret  Sorrel  and  Dorsey  Green  {Friends  Bulletin, 
March  1982)  by  the  way  they  use  the  epithet,  homo- 
phobe, to  describe  anyone  they  think  disagrees 
with  them  about  homosexuality.  Most,  if  not  all, 
of  those  so  castigated  are  just  as  homophilic  (that 
is  loving  others  of  the  same  sex)  as  they  are.  Jesus’ 
command  was  to  love  your  neighbor  as  yourself, 
and  that  includes  both  sexes. 

The  question  is  not  one  of  homophilia  versus 
homophobia,  but  one  of  intrusive  eroticism, 
whether  homosexual  or  heterosexual.  I have  had 
homosexual  friends  all  my  life,  and  have  accepted 
them  as  such,  scarcely  noticing  the  fact  that  they 
were  homosexual,  because  they  were  not  constant- 
ly flaunting  their  sexuality  any  more  than  I would 
flaunt  my  sexuality.  They  were  accepted  as 
persons. 

Sincerely, 

Phillip  Wells,  Argenta  Meeting,  B.C. 

Resources 

Whose  Budget  is  it  Anyway?  is  a 20-minute  slide  film 
jointly  produced  by  NARMIC  and  the  Coalition  for 
a New  Foreign  and  Military  Policy  which  presents 
the  growing  imbalance  in  federal  spending  on  domes- 
tic programs  and  the  military  build-up.  Accompani- 
ed by  printed  materials. 

Available  as:  slides  (121)  with  cassette  $50.00; 
filmstrip  with  cassette  $45.00. 

For  further  information,  or  to  purchase,  rent,  or 
preview,  write:  NARMIC/ American  Friends  Service 
Committee,  1501  Cherry  Street,  Philadelphia,  PA 
19102,  (215)241-7175. 
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Announcements 

Friends  Bulletin  Changes  of  Note 

Since  the  Northern  California  Regional  Office, 
AFSC,  has  closed  its  print  shop,  Friends  Bulletin 
is  now  printed  by  INKWORKS,  a progressive  union 
shop  in  Oakland.  To  effect  a cost  savings  in  print- 
ing and  binding,  we  are  altering  the  page  size  slight- 
ly with  apologies  to  those  who  bind  our  issues. 

We  are  grateful  for  the  five  years’  association 
with  AFSC,  and  are  especially  indebted  to  Bob 
Eaton  and  Wendy  Batson  (now  on  AFSC  assign- 
ment in  Laos)  who  produced  Friends  Bulletin  at 
a great  reduction  in  costs  as  their  contribution  to 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting. 

Host/Program  Director  Search 
Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  A service  opportunity 
is  available  for  an  individual  or  couple  (couple  prefer- 
red) to  be  Host/Program  Director  of  Ben  Lomond 
Quaker  Center,  a retreat  in  the  Santa  Cruz  Mountains. 
The  Host  is  responsible  for  performing  administra- 
tive and  clerical  duties,  cleaning  the  Center  between 
conferences,  and  providing  a warm,  friendly  atmo- 
sphere. Compensation  includes  housing,  medical 
insurance,  and  a small  living  allowance.  Submit 
letter  of  interest  together  with  qualifications  by 
July  1,  1982,  to  Bill  Visher,  Quaker  Center 
Personnel  Committee,  1171  Sladky  Ave.,  Mountain 
View,  CA  94040. 


Foggy  Morning 

the  fog  lies  heavy  across  the  hills, 
it  is  the  angel  wings  of  rain, 
a black  bird  hops  across  the  grass, 
he  is  my  early  morning  friend 
and  we  talk  about  seeds  and  the  sky. 
the  pine  branches  move  in  the  wind 
asking  me  to  admire  them, 
the  morning  unfolds  like  parchment. 

— Myrna  Scott 
from  Driftwood  Shores 


Appeal  from  Friend  in  the  Orient 
Committee 

The  Friend  in  the  Orient  committee  met  in 
Berkeley  on  March  6 to  act  on  several  ongoing 
projects.  We  are  deeply  disappointed  that  Miriam 
and  Ernie  VonSeggern  have  decided  they  cannot 
proceed  with  plans  to  go  to  Seoul  as  our  Friends 
in  the  Orient.  The  committee  (indeed,  the  entire 
Yearly  Meeting)  had  been  deeply  moved  at  the 
prospect  of  having  the  Von  Seggerns  represent  us 
in  this  difficult  assignment.  However,  we  agree  it 
would  be  unwise  for  them  to  consider  going,  in 
view  of  health  considerations.  We  appreciate  the 
careful  preparations  they  had  undertaken  and 
regret  that  plans  did  not  work  out. 

Friend  in  the  Orient  committee  plans  to  continue 
to  offer  travel  help  to  enable  several  Asian  Friends 
to  attend  the  FWCC  Triennial  and  related  meetings 
this  coming  summer;  this  is  contingent  on  sufficient 
funds  being  available  to  us.  Response  to  our  bi- 
monthly newsletter,  Windows  East  and  West , 
continues  to  be  encouraging.  The  Committee  is 
very  supportive  of  our  member  Sang  dal  Cha  and 
his  concern  to  find  ways  of  increasing  contact  and 
understanding  between  North  and  South  Korea. 

We  have  received  a warm  recommendation  from 
Herbert  Hadley  of  a couple  we  might  consider  for 
Friends  in  the  Orient,  Lloyd  and  Mary  Margaret 
Bailey;  the  committee  feels  they  are  highly  qualified 
and  plans  to  explore  with  them  the  possibility  of 
going  to  Korea  this  coming  year. 

Meetings  and  individuals  have  been  very  gener- 
ous in  the  past  in  making  contributions  for  the 
special  projects  of  this  committee.  For  a number 
of  years  we  were  unable  to  find  suitable  Friends 
to  undertake  assignments  for  us,  so  we  made  no 
special  requests,  and  may  have  been  dropped  from 
the  budgets  of  some  Meetings.  Now,  as  we  look 
forward  to  the  plans  mentioned  above,  we  are  in 
need  of  special  financial  support.  We  hope  there 
will  be  a good  response.  Contributions  may  be 
sent  to  the  PYM  Treasurer,  earmarked  for  Friend 
in  the  Orient  Committee.  Thank  you. 

Rose  Lewis,  Clerk 


PAGE  152- JUNE,  1982 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


For  Reflection  from  NPYM  Discipline 
Committee 

by  Margaret  Jump,  Multnomah  Meeting 

So  that  Friends  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
discuss  together  questions  that  concern  all  of  us, 
the  Discipline  Committee  is  asking  North  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting  to  consider  the  following  queries 
during  a plenary  session  in  July.  They  are  listed 
here  so  that  individuals  will  have  time  for  reflection 
before  coming  to  The  Dalles  and,  thus,  be  better 
prepared  for  their  consideration. 

1.  How  does  a Friend  recognize  a concern  and 
act  upon  it?  What  is  a Meeting’s  responsibility 
to  the  Friend  and  to  the  concern? 

2.  What  is  meant  by  “the  good  order  of 
Friends”?  What  are  the  advantages  and  dis- 
advantages of  “good  order”? 

3.  What  are  our  views  on  divorce  and  what  is  a 
Meeting’s  responsibility  in  this  regard? 

4.  What  is  our  attitude  toward  sexual  relation- 
ships between  people  (whatever  sex)  outside 
the  traditional  marriage  commitment? 

5.  Do  we  modify  our  practice  to  conform  to 
our  faith,  or  do  we  modify  our  faith  to  justify 
our  practice? 

Quakers  Aid  Central  American  Refugees 

by  Bobbie  Counihan,  Clerk,  Boulder  (CO)  Meeting 

At  their  latest  monthly  meeting  for  business 
(April  1 1)  the  Boulder  Meeting  of  the  Religious 
Society  of  Friends  (Quakers),  having  reviewed 
reports  from  Denver  and  Tucson  on  the  condition 
of  Salvadoran  refugees,  established  a fund  of 
$10,000  for  refugee  aid.  Of  that  sum,  $1,000  was 
sent  to  the  Tucson  Ecumenical  Council  thru  Jim 
Corbett,  Quaker  activist,  and  $1,000  went  to  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee,  Latin 
American  Human  Rights  Program,  for  aid  to 
Salvadoran  refugees  in  the  Denver  Area.  The 
Boulder  Meeting  Peace  and  Service  committee  will 
meet  in  special  session  to  propose  additional  action, 
which  may  include  sponsoring  one  or  more  persons 
or  families  from  El  Salvador  in  the  Boulder  area. 
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Yearly  Meeting  Dates 

Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  — June  10-13, 
Ghost  Ranch,  New  Mexico.  Marian  and 
Ed  Sanders,  Resource  Friends.  For 
registration  materials  write  Marian  Hoge, 
Registrar,  1021  Georgia,  S.E., 

Albuquerque,  NM  87108. 

North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting-  July  22-25, 
Judson  Baptist  College,  the  Dalles,  Oregon. 
Margaret  Coahran,  Registrar,  NPYM,  W.  700 
Main  St.,  Pullman,  WA  99163 

Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  — August  2-7,  Craig 
Hall,  Chico,  California.  Sheila  Moran, 
Registrar,  1236  Bonita,  Berkeley,  CA  94709. 


